
 

Nebraska Severe Weather  
Awareness Week 
March 23 - 27, 2020 

Statewide Tornado Safety Drill 

2020 ï A Year We Should All Be Better Prepared 
Itôs hard to believe itôs been a year since one of the worst natural disasters in Nebraskaôs  
history devastated many parts of the state. For some, the process of ña storm, followed by 
storm damage, then clean-upò was repeated several times deep into the summer months,  
resulting in hundreds of millions of dollars in losses statewide. Unfortunately, Nebraska also 
recorded five fatalities related to rising flood waters (compared to only four fatalities in the  
previous eight years combined). 

 

The good news is last year is behind us and 2020 gives us all a renewed opportunity to  
capitalize on the lessons learned in 2019 and become ñWeather-Readyò at home, at work  
or at play. This information packet will dive into a variety topics to help achieve that goal. A  
few highlights include:  

 

Safety: Understanding the basics of severe weather safety may be the key to survival in  
extreme cases. It is always good to have a reminder of what to do, how to do it and why it  
matters. Flood safety is emphasized, as the NWS knows the majority of flood-related driving 
deaths are by people who actually drive into the flood (and often around safety barriers).  

 

Outlooks: The state isnôt out of the woods yet from increased flood potential. Take a look at 
the spring outlooks for flooding, temperatures and precipitation to gain a feel for what the area 
may expect this spring. 

 

Hazard Monitoring and Notification: The NWS offers 
many ways to analyze and receive weather information. 
Check out the updated Graphical Hazardous Weather 
Outlook page, information about impact-based Flash 
Flood Warnings, and learn about some changes to the 
Wireless Emergency Alert notifications.  

 

Statistics and Summaries: Was 2019 an average 
year for tornadoes? What month was the most active?  
Those facts and plenty more are covered in detail 
throughout the packet. You never know what you might 
learn.  

 

All of us at the NWS want you to be ready in case 
threatening weather approaches or disaster strikes. 
There is no better time to prepare than now.  

BUILDING A WEATHER-READY NATION 1 

National Weather Service Coverage Map 2 

NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards 3 

2019 State Tornado & Severe Weather Facts 4 

2019 State Tornado Graphical Facts 5 

Severe Weather Terminology 7 

Tornado Safety 8 

Flood Safety 9 

Lightning Safety 10 

Impact Based Flash Flood Warnings 11 

2020 Spring Flood Outlook 13 

2020 Spring/Summer Climate Outlook 14 

Graphical Hazardous Weather Outlook 15 

Nebraska Historical Severe Weather Events 16 

A Broadcasterôs Perspective 19 

Nebraska Panhandle 2019 Review 21 

Extreme Southwestern Nebraska 2019 Review 22 

Western & North Central Nebraska 2019 Review 24  

South Central Nebraska 2019 Review 26 

Eastern Nebraska 2019 Review 28 

Whatôs Inside? 



West and North Central 

 

North Platte 
Panhandle 

 

Cheyenne, WY 

Extreme Southwest 

 

Goodland, KS 

South Central 

 

Hastings 

Extreme Northeast 

 

Sioux Falls, SD 

East 

 

Omaha/Valley 

6365 N. Osborne Drive West 
Hastings, NE 68901 

 
(402) 462-4287 

 
www.weather.gov/hastings 

6707 N. 288th Street 
Valley, NE 68064 

 
(402) 359-9443 

 
www.weather.gov/omaha 

26 Weather Lane 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 

 
(605) 330-4247 

 
www.weather.gov/siouxfalls 

1301 Airport Parkway 
Cheyenne, WY 82001 

 
(307) 772-2468 

 
www.weather.gov/cheyenne 

5250 E. Lee Bird Drive 
North Platte, NE 69101 

 
(308) 532-4936 

 
www.weather.gov/northplatte 

920 Armory Road 
Goodland, KS 67735 

 
(785) 899-7119 

 
www.weather.gov/goodland 
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NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards (NWR) is a nationwide network of radio stations broadcasting continuous 
weather information directly from the nearest National Weather Service office. NWR broadcasts official 
Weather Service warnings, watches, forecasts and other hazard information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

 

Working with the Federal Communication Commission's (FCC) Emergency Alert System, NWR is an "All  
Hazards" radio network, making it your single source for comprehensive weather and emergency information. 
In conjunction with Federal, State, and Local Emergency Managers and other public officials, NWR also 
broadcasts warning and post-event information for all types of hazards, including natural (such as tornadoes 
or floods), environmental (such as chemical releases or oil spills), and public safety (such as AMBER alerts  
or 911 Telephone outages).  

 

Known as the "Voice of NOAA's National Weather Service," NWR is provided as a public service by the  
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). NWR includes 1000 transmitters, covering all 50 
states, adjacent coastal waters, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the U.S. Pacific Territories. NWR 
requires a special radio receiver or scanner capable of picking up the signal. Broadcasts are found in the  
VHF public service band at these seven frequencies (MHz): 
 
 

 
 

Coverage information and SAME Codes for every county in Nebraska can be found at: 

  

www.weather.gov/nwr/nebraska 

162.400 162.425 162.450 162.475 162.500 162.525 162.550 

BUILDING A WEATHER-READY NATION 3 

NOAA Weather Radio  
AllðHazards 

Severe Weather Awareness Week | March 23 - 27, 2020 

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/wrh/nwspage.php
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/cgi-bin/nwsexit.pl?url=http://www.fcc.gov/
http://www.weather.gov/os/NWS_EAS.shtml
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/nwrbro.htm
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/nwrrcvr.htm


Tornadoes:  35 (7 less than the 70 year average of 42 & 18 less than the 30 year average of 53) 
 
Deaths:  0     Injuries:  0  
 
Longest track:  10.25 mi (September 20th - Rural Southwestern Box Butte County)  
 
Greatest width:  600 yards / 0.3 mi (May 17th - Near Cozad in Dawson County) 
 
Strongest:  EF3 (May 17th - Northeast of Stockville in Frontier County) 
 
Most in a county:  8 (Frontier County)   
 
Days with 1+ confirmed tornadoes:  12  
 
Most in one day:  15 (May 17th) 
 
Most in one month:  25 (May) 
 
First tornado of 2019:  May 5th (2 - EF2 & EFU in Lancaster County)  
 
Last tornado of 2019: September 20th (EFU - Rural Southwestern Box Butte County) 

2019 Season Peak... 
 
 

Hail Size: 3.0ò on May 17th (Hitchcock County) - May 27th (Chase County) - June 25th (Adams County) 
        
Wind Gust:   Estimated: 105 MPH on August 29th - Near Palisade (Hitchcock County) 

                       

                    Measured: 105 MPH on May 5th  - Near Pleasant Dale (Lancaster County) 

---------------------------������2019 Monthly Tornado Totals   --------------------------- 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total  

Total 0 0 0 0 25 1 4 4 1 0 0 0 35 100% 

EF5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0% 

EF4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0% 

EF3 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3% 

EF2 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 8% 

EF1 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 6 17% 

EF0 0 0 0 0 12 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 16 46% 

EFU 0 0 0 0 4 1 2 1 1 0 0 0 9 26% 

Note: EFU = EF Scale Unknown 
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